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TRANSCRIPT BEGIN:

[BILL GREGORY]  OK.  Our next . . . our next speaker is . . . again, a sponsor from the University of Arizona Department of Aerospace and Mechanical Engineering, Dr. John McGrath.  And John has a short presentation he’s going to show.

[JOHN MCGRATH]  Thank you, Bill.  Good morning, everyone.  It’s my pleasure on behalf of the University of Arizona to welcome you to the conference.  I bring greetings from President Shelton, Vice President  Leslie Tolbert, and the Director of the Lunar and Planetary Laboratory, Michael, Dr. Michael Drake.
What I’d like to do is to just share a simple message with you.  Let me get the slides up and give you some examples.  We believe at the University of Arizona, we have a rich . . . and strong heritage in space exploration, space science.  We believe that  we’ve also made important contributions in the field of  engineering.  And now we are very active in trying to bring,  to strengthen, those ties between engineering and space science on campus and reach out to industry both locally and . . . beyond.  And so, I’m very interested in cooperating with you as you discuss the topics of your, of this particular conference.  And I’m going to try this-- where did it go—this remote mouse here and just give you some examples of what I, the points I just tried to make.

So the strength of the University of Arizona in space exploration is firmly grounded in the Lunar and Planetary Laboratory directed by Michael Drake. And this goes back to space missions in--that include Jupiter and Saturn . . . and asteroids.  And goes back  to . . . topics relevant to your conference.  The legacy goes back to the Apollo program.   The Viking Program--the LPL participated in that.  The Mars . . . Pathfinder Lander.  And experiments of . . . exciting experiments are going on now.  Some of you may be familiar with the High Rise . . . high resolution imaging on the surface of Mars and the gamma-ray spectrometer to map the water on the surface of Mars—both relevant to a very exciting event that’s upcoming in May--May 25, the expected landing of the Phoenix mission, directed by LPL at the University of Arizona under the direction of Peter Smith.  We’re very excited about this.
Much of this in the way of scientific contributions has been firmly grounded in imaging, in the development of scientific instrumentation.  But of course, there are engineering aspects of this as well.  And for us, a lot of it has been outsourced in the past, and we’re very interested, as I mentioned before, in strengthening the ties between the College of Engineering and the space scientists on . . . on campus and then working with industry as well.

In the way of manpower, in my department, we are fortunate to have two former astronauts, Dick Scobee, and an active astronaut, Fernando Cabrero, and  more recently, a young man, Chris Lewicki, was directing--I think the last time I talked to him, he was programming messages up to Spirit and Opportunity to roam around on the surface of Mars and now he’s the flight systems engineer for the Phoenix Mission. 
Last week, I think there was formal recognition of ten teams that are competing for the Google Lunar X-prize, and an entity called the Astrobotic Technology Incorporated has been formed.  The University of Arizona LPL and my department are a part of this, along with Carnegie Mellon, world leaders in robotics, and Raytheon, contributing precision maneuvering of rocket powered vehicles.  So we’re very excited about this.  And the second person on the right in the first row there is Dr. Roberto Furfaro, sitting in the front, so you’ll be able to talk to him in some detail about this.
And then, just to wrap up--this group in . . . in the way of trying to bring engineering and space science together has formed this . . . Southern Arizona  Space Flight Development and Operations Group [SASDOG ???].  And, again, the idea is to bring together . . . Raytheon and the space scientists and engineers.  Together, I mentioned engineering and . . . imaging.  And the idea is to go to the Phoenix Mission building when that’s over and have a sustainable endeavor into the future between space science and engineering at the University.
So, just in conclusion,  as you in the conference dream of landing on  the surface of the moon and beyond, we stand ready to help you in any way we can.  So we wish you much success in the conference.  Thank you.

[BILL GREGORY]  Thanks, John.
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